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A Foundation, an artist



Una Fundacion, una artista



This is a collection of original engravings by Concha Ibanez,
created on the occasion of the different activities of the
Esteve Foundation during its first 25 years.



Esta es una recopilacion de los grabados originales creados
por Concha Ibafiez con motivo de las actividades que la
Fundacion Dr. Antonio Esteve llevo a cabo a lo largo de sus
primeros 25 afos.
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Castilla, molino






Calatanazor
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Galicia






Antoni Esteve i Subirana was born in Manresa on the 23rd of December 1902. However, his
background in the world of pharmacy goes a long way back. In the year 1787 his great-great
grandfather, Tomas Esteve i Gabanyach, the son of a countryman from the Cerdanya, applied
for a job at a pharmacy in Puigcerda. His dedication and zeal led him to obtain the title of apo-
thecary. This same zeal and dedication were also to be found in Antoni Esteve i Subirana, who
soon unveiled what was to be a key characteristic to his professional future: his passion for
chemistry.

Antoni Esteve graduated in Pharmacy in Barcelona in 1924 and obtained his doctoral degree
in Madrid a few years later. He very soon started to prepare original specialties at the phar-
macy he owned in Manresa. The interest in chemistry of this young pharmacist led him to
obtain vitamin D by irradiation, and in 1929 his pharmacy marketed Esterosol, a vitamin com-
bination of surprisingly high galenic quality. In view of the growing importance of his activity,
he founded Laboratoris Dr. Esteve, S.A., a firm that manufactured and marketed the first arse-
nical antiluetic product and the first sulphamides ever manufactured in Spain.

Dr. Antoni Esteve’s scientific dedication earned him membership in the Royal Academy of
Pharmacy of Madrid, and he later founded the Royal Academy of Pharmacy of Catalonia, of
which he was appointed as president in 1965. A milestone in his scientific activity was his dedi-
cation to the Institute of Catalan Studies, where he chaired the subsidiary Catalan Society of
Physical, Chemical and Mathematical Sciences, and later the Institute’s Section of Sciences.
He was also a member of the Catalan Society of Biology and was appointed twice as vicepre-
sident of the Academy of Medical Sciences of Catalonia and the Balearic Islands. Dr. Esteve
was also distinguished as «Membre Correspondant Etranger de Academie de Pharmacie de
Paris» and as «Chevalier de 'Ordre de la Santé Publique de France».

Antoni Esteve i Subirana died in Barcelona in 1979. To honour his memory, his sons and
daughter created the foundation that bears his name.



Antonio Esteve Subirana nacié en Manresa el 23 de diciembre de 1902, pero su historia como
hombre del mundo de la farmacia comienza muchos anos antes, precisamente en 1787,
cuando su bisabuelo Tomas Esteve Gabanyach, hijo de un payés de la Cerdanya, encuentra
trabajo en una farmacia de Puigcerda y su dedicacidn y afan le llevan, mas tarde, a obtener
el titulo de farmacéutico. Esta conviccién la encontramos también en Antonio Esteve
Subirana, en el que pronto descubrimos una caracteristica que habra de resultar clave para
su futuro profesional: su pasion por la quimica.

Antonio Esteve se licencia en Farmacia en Barcelona en el ano 1924 y se doctora en Madrid
pocos anos después. En la oficina de farmacia que dirige en Manresa empieza muy pronto a
preparar especialidades originales. El interés por la quimica del joven farmacéutico le lleva a
obtener vitamina D por irradiacion, y el ano 1929 su farmacia introduce en el mercado el
Esterosol, una combinacion vitaminica de sorprendente calidad galénica. Dada la impor-
tancia que esta actividad va adquiriendo, funda los Laboratorios Dr. Esteve, S.A., firma que
elabora y comercializa el primer producto arsenical antiluético y las primeras sulfamidas
fabricadas en Espana.

Como reconocimiento a su dedicacidn cientifica, el Dr. Antonio Esteve es nombrado miem-
bro corresponsal de la Real Academia de Farmacia de Madrid, y mas tarde él mismo funda
la que ahora es Reial Académia de Farmacia de Catalunya, que también preside en 1965. Un
lugar senalado en su actividad cientifica lo ocupa su dedicacion al Institut d'Estudis
Catalans, ya que preside la Societat Catalana de Ciencies Fisiques, Quimiques i Matemati-
ques, y, mas tarde, la Seccid de Ciencies del Institut. Miembro de la Societat Catalana de Bio-
logia y vicepresidente, en dos ocasiones, de la Academia de Ciencies Mediques de Catalunya
i de Balears, también fue Membre Correspondant Etranger de [Academie de Pharmacie de
Paris y Chevalier de I'Ordre de la Santé Publique de France.

Antonio Esteve murié en Barcelona en 1979. En homenaje a su figura, sus hijos crearon la fun-
dacion que lleva su nombre.
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