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Una Fundacid, una artista




This is a collection of original engravings by Concha Ibafez, Aquest és un recull dels gravats originals creats per Na
created on the occasion of the different activities of the Concha Ibafiez amb motiu de distintes activitats de la
Esteve Foundation during its first 25 years. Fundacio Dr. Antoni Esteve durant els seus primers 25 anys.
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...se’n va la meva barca




Antoni Esteve i Subirana was born in Manresa on the 23rd of December 1902. However, his
background in the world of pharmacy goes a long way back. In the year 1787 his great-great
grandfather, Tomas Esteve i Gabanyach, the son of a countryman from the Cerdanya, applied
for a job at a pharmacy in Puigcerda. His dedication and zeal led him to obtain the title of apo-
thecary. This same zeal and dedication were also to be found in Antoni Esteve i Subirana, who
soon unveiled what was to be a key characteristic to his professional future: his passion for
chemistry.

Antoni Esteve graduated in Pharmacy in Barcelona in 1924 and obtained his doctoral degree
in Madrid a few years later. He very soon started to prepare original specialties at the phar-
macy he owned in Manresa. The interest in chemistry of this young pharmacist led him to
obtain vitamin D by irradiation, and in 1929 his pharmacy marketed Esterosol, a vitamin com-
bination of surprisingly high galenic quality. In view of the growing importance of his activity,
he founded Laboratoris Dr. Esteve, S.A., a firm that manufactured and marketed the first arse-
nical antiluetic product and the first sulphamides ever manufactured in Spain.

Dr. Antoni Esteve’s scientific dedication earned him membership in the Royal Academy of
Pharmacy of Madrid, and he later founded the Royal Academy of Pharmacy of Catalonia, of
which he was appointed as president in 1965. A milestone in his scientific activity was his dedi-
cation to the Institute of Catalan Studies, where he chaired the subsidiary Catalan Society of
Physical, Chemical and Mathematical Sciences, and later the Institute’'s Section of Sciences.
He was also a member of the Catalan Society of Biology and was appointed twice as vicepre-
sident of the Academy of Medical Sciences of Catalonia and the Balearic Islands. Dr. Esteve
was also distinguished as «Membre Correspondant Etranger de lAcademie de Pharmacie de
Paris» and as «Chevalier de 'Ordre de la Santé Publique de France».

Antoni Esteve i Subirana died in Barcelona in 1979. To honour his memory, his sons and
daughter created the foundation that bears his name.

Antoni Esteve i Subirana va néixer a Manresa el 23 de desembre del 1902, pero la seva his-
toria com a home del mén de la farmacia comenca molts anys abans, precisament al 1787
quan el seu rebesavi, en Tomas Esteve i Gabanyach, fill d'un pages de la Cerdanya, va a bus-
car feina a una farmacia de Puigcerda i la seva dedicacid i afany el porten més tard a obtenir
el titol d’apotecari. Aquest afany i dedicacid les trobem també en Antoni Esteve i Subirana en
el qual descobrim aviat una caracteristica que haura de resultar clau pel seu futur professio-
nal: la passio per la quimica.

Antoni Esteve es llicencia en Farmacia en Barcelona l'any 1924 i feu el doctorat a Madrid pocs
anys després. A la oficina de farmacia que regia a Manresa comenca molt aviat a preparar
especialitats originals. Linteres per la quimica del jove farmaceutic el porta a l'obtencié de
vitamina D per irradiacid, i lany 1929 la seva farmacia a Manresa introdueix al mercat
l'Esterosol, una combinacio vitaminica de qualitat galénica sorprenent. Donada la importan-
cia que aquesta activitat ana adquirint, funda els Laboratoris Dr. Esteve, S.A., firma que ela-
bora y comercialitza el primer producte arsenical antiluétic i les primeres sulfamides fabri-
cades a Espanya.

Producte de la seva dedicacié cientifica del Dr. Antoni Esteve ho fou el seu nomenament com
a membre corresponent de la «Real Academia de Farmacia de Madrid», i més tard el ser fun-
dador del que és ara la «Reial Academia de Farmacia de Catalunya», de la que fou anomenat
president el 1965. Un lloc assenyalat en la seva activitat cientifica locupa la seva dedicacié a
les tasques del «Institut d'Estudis Catalans», on va ser president de la filial «Societat
Catalana de Ciéncies Fisiques, Quimiques i Matematiques», i, més tard, de la «Secci6 de
Ciencies» de Ulnstitut. Fou també membre de la «Societat Catalana de Biologia» i, en dues
ocasions, vice-president de la «Academia de Ciéncies Mediques de Catalunya i de Balears».
També fou «Membre Correspondant Etranger de Academie de Pharmacie de Paris» i
«Chevalier de l'Ordre de la Santé Publique de France».

Antoni Esteve i Subirana mori a Barcelona el 1979 i, en homenatge a la seva figura els seus
fills crearen la fundaci6 que porta el seu nom.
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